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B NATHANAEL EMMONS, A. M. ; 


PASTOR * THE CHURCH IN FRANKLIN, 


1T was needful for me to write unto you, and to er bort 


you, that ye ſhould carefully contend for the faith which was 


once delivered unto the be ſaints, —— The Apoſtle Jupe. 
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5 PRINTED AT PROVIDENCE, | 
BY BENNETT WHEELER, AT HIS OFFICE ON 
THE WEST SIDE THE RIVER. 
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Ty E Author believes that every man 
has a right to judge for bimſelf in matters of religion , 
but yet he believes that no man has a right to judge 
for himſelf, even in theſe matters, contrary to the dic- 


 tates of reaſon and ſcripture. He believes that ar- 
gument and church-diſcipline are the only proper 
weapons to be employed againſt Heretics, and abſo- 
lutely reprobates the cruel and abſurd notion of tor- 
turing men's bodies, in order to enlighten and con- 


vince their minds. He approves the genuine candour, 


_ which overlooks ſmall errors, and the noble cathboltc- 
n, which embraces truth, in whatever Denominati- 
on it is found; but he abbors the falſe and blind Char- 
 tty, which ſees no difference between truth and error. 


He entertains an high opinion of the ſuperior abilities 


of Mr. Locke, Dr. Price, and Dr. Prieſtley ; he grate- 


fully acknowledges the eminent ſervices they have done 
_ to the Republics of Liberty and of Letters; and be 


eſpecially admires the noble and independent ſpirit, 


with which they have expreſſed their ſentiments upon 
ſome of the moſt important Jubjects in Divinity. But 


Jet be believes that they have done great and extenſive 


injury to the diſtinguiſhing and fundamental doftrines 
of the goſpel ; and therefore he wiſhes to expoſe, to 


: the utmoſt of bis power, the falſe and dangerous prin- 
ciples, which they have endeavoured to eftabliſh. 
And he has no doubt but all who poſſeſs their noble 


and independent ſpirit, will readily grant, that he 


bas neither tranſgreſſed the rules of Decency, nor 
violated the laws of Chriſtianity, in atiacking their 

public Opinions, while he has treated their Char- 
acters with all proper een and re pet. 
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AC T S xx, 24. 
—25 0 710 the 80 pel of the grace of God. 


Au in his paſſage from Greece to Net 2 
having landed at Miletus, ſent and called 
the Elders of the Church of Epheſus.— 

When they were come together, he addreſſed 

them with peculiar ſolemnity and affection, on 

the important ſubject of the goſpel miniſtry. And 


to make the deeper impreſſion on their minds, he 
not only recalled to their remembrance his former 


manner of life and preaching among them; but 


expreſſed, in the moſt feeling manner, his preſent 
views of the nature and importance of the goſpel, 
which both he and they were under ſolemn and 
inviolable obligations to preach, © Ye know, 


ſays 


— — 


( 8 


days he, « from the firſt day I came into Aſia, 


after what manner I have been with you at all 
ſeaſons: Serving the Lord with all humility of 


mind, and with many tears, and temptations, 
which befel me by the lying in wait of the Jews : 
and how I kept back nothing that was profitable 

unto you, and have taught you publicly, and from A 
' houſe to houſe, teſtifying both to the Jews and alſo 
to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith. 
toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And now behold, 


I go bound in the ſpirit unto Jeruſalem, not know 


Ing the things that ſhall befal me there, ſave that 


the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſaying, 


that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of 
theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear 


unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with 


Joy, and the miniſtry which I have received of * 


the Lord Jeſus 70 teftify the goſpel of the grace 


of God.” In theſe laſt words we ſee the ground 


upon which the Apoſtle was ſo much attached to 


the goſpel, and ſo much engaged to preach i it, in 


the face of every danger. It was becauſe he viewed 


the goſpel as containing and exhibiting the grace 
of God to our guilty world. Accordingly I ſhall 
cConfine my attention to this ſingle point, that the 


goſpel 1 15 a ſcheme of divine grace. 


Tnovon 


« 


TT TT F 


Tuovcn grace is one of the moſt common words 


in uſe, yet it ſeems neceſſary, in treating on the 
ſubject before us, to fix the me ining of this eaſy 


and familiar term. Grace is often uſed to ſignify 


goodneſs ; but this 1s not the ſtrict and proper 
ſenſe of the word. For grace is the exerciſe of 
love to the guilty » Whereas goodneſs is the exer- 

ciſe of love to the innocent. Goodneſs and grace 
therefore immutably differ, as much as guilt and 
innocence, the objects upon which they finally 
terminate. And this diſtinction will forever re- 
main and be felt in heaven. While angels there 
will forever drink of the rivers of goodneſs, ſaints 

will forever drink of the rivers of grace. When 

we ſay, therefore, that the goſpel is a ſcheme of 

divine grace, we mean that it is a method which 
God has deviſed, to open the way for the free and 
full diſplay of divine love to the guilty. 


Now, if we ſearch the New-Teſtament, we 
ſhall find the goſpel is every where repreſented as 


a ſcheme of divine grace. The Angels who brought 
the news of Chriſt's birth to the ſhepherds, were 


conſtrained on that occaſion, to celebrate the grace 
of the goſpel, with the moſt joyful acclamations. 


® I do not mean, that every exerciſe of love to the guilty, 


is grace, nor every exerciſe of love to the innocent, is good. | 


neſs, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, But what I mean is, that where- 
ver there is goodneſs in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, it conſiſts in love 
to the innocent; and wherever there is any grace at all, it 


conſiſts in love to the guilty, 
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And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 


and the glory of the Lord ſhone round about them: 
and they were ſore afraid. And the angel ſaid 


unto them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all 


people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
And ſuddenly there was with the angel a multi- 


tude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and ſay- 


ing, Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth 


peace, good will towards men.” This is good 
will to the guilty, which is grace in the e 


and beſt ſenſe. 


C himſelf, who was s equally concerned in 


deviſing, and principally concerned in executing | 


the plan of redemption, repreſents it as a ſcheme 
of divine grace. For,” faith he, God ſo 


loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 


Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ Such love 28 
this to the guilty, is aſtoniſhing grace. 


Þ Tae Apoſtle Paul, however, ſays more con- 
cerning the grace of the goſpel than any other of 
the inſpired writers. He touches upon this dar- 
ling theme in all his Epiſtles, and in ſome he un- 


derrakes| to prove the goſpel to be a ſcheme of di- 


vine 


41 ) 


vine grace. In the third chapter of Romans he 
teaſons thus. Now we know, that what things 
foever the law faith, it faith to them who are un- 
der the law: that every mouth may be ſtopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God.“ 
From theſe premiſes he brings out chis fair and 
Juſt concluſion, that we are © juſtified freely by 
His grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus 
_ Chriſt,” He continues this train of reaſoning 
to the end of this and of the next chapter, and fi- 
nally concludes with theſe ſtrong and ſtriking ex- 
preſſions. But where /in abounded, grace did 
much more abound. That as /n hath reigned 


unto death, even ſo might grace reign through | 
| righteouſneſs, unto eternal * * Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. e 


— 


In the ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians, alter 
opening the nature and deſign of the goſpel, he re- 
preſents it as a ſcheme of divine grace. © All 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him- 
ſelf, by Jefus Chriſt, and hath given to us the mi- 
niſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf not im- 
puting their treſpaſſes unto them; and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconcihation, Now 
then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 
did beſeech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's 
Lead, Be ye reconciled to God,—We then as 
workers 
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workers together with him, beſeech you alſo, that 
ye receive not the grace of God in vain,” By the 
grace of God here, the Apoſtle evidently means 


the grace of God diſplayed in the goſpel, 


| He wrote his Epiſtle to the Galatians, with a 


particular deſign to unfold the genius and ſpirit 
of the goſpel as a ſcheme of divine grace. I ſhall, 
however mention but one paſſage, which breathes 
the ſpirit of the whole Epiſtle. © I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himſelf for me. I do not fruſtrate the grace of 


Cod: For if enen come by the law, then 


is Chriſt dead in vain.“ By this, the Apoſtle 
plainly ſuggeſts, that the goſpel is ſo entirely built 


upon grace, that if this foundation be once de- 


ſtroyed, the whole goſpel is completely fruſtrated 
and ſubyerted. 


Ix the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, he employs the 
ſtrongeſt expreſſions to celebrate the riches of di- 


vine grace diſplayed in the goſpel. “ Bleſſed be 


the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in hea- 
venly places in Chriſt. Having predeſtinated us 
to the adoption of children, by Jeſus Chriſt, to 
himſelf, according to the good pleaſure of his 
will, To the praiſe of bis glorious grace, wherein he 


hath made us accepted in the beloved; in whom 
we 


1 


we have redemption through his blood, the for- 


giveneſi of fins, according to the riches -of bis 
grace. He purſues this pleaſing ſubject in tage 
next chapter, and carries the idea of grace as hig 


as language can carry it. But God who is rich 


in mercy, for the great love, wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in fins, hath quick- 


ened us together with Chriſt (by grace are ye 


faved N And! bath raiſed us up together, and made 
us ſit together in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. 


That in ages to come, he might ſhew the exceed- 


ing riches of his grace, in his kindneſs towards us, 


through Jeſus Chriſt. For by grace are ye ſaved, 


through faith ; and that not of yourſclves : it is 


the gift of God. 30 85 


I eur obſerve, that he calls the goſpel the 


grace of God the grace of God in truth the 
diſpenſation of the grace of God the grace of 
God which bringeth ſalvation. And I might 
Mill further obſerve, that in the ſalutations of al- 
moſt every Epiſtle, the Apoſtles abundantly cele- 


brate the grace of the Father, of the Son, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt, diſplayed in the work of redemp- 
tion. But without adducing any more paſſages 


of Scripture, I ſhall reſt the truth of the doctrine 


upon the plain texts which I have already cited. 
Theſe are not looſe, independent ſentences, but 
chiefly 


« 14a ) 


chiefly diſtin anhorients, Bad whether in a 
ehain'of clear and ftrong reaſoning, by which the 
Apoſtle demonſtrates the goſpel to he, in its whole 
frame and contexture, a ſcheme of divine grace, 


I xow beg the patience and attention of my 
hearers, while I proceed to point out a number of 
| truths, which immediately How from the nature 


of the goſpel. 


KA „lr the goſpel i is a ſcheme of divine grace, 
2 the work of redemption is the moſt glorious 
of all the works of God. His works of creation 
are great and glorious. When he created the 
world, he made bright diſplays of his power, wiſ- 

dom, and goodneſs. Theſe works, however, gave 
him no opportunity to diſplay the attribute of 
Srace. And had he continued creating world af- 
ter world, and ſyſtem after ſyſtem to this day, he 
might, indeed, have aſtoniſhed all intelligent be- 
ings with the variety and magnitude of his works, 
but could have made no diſcovery of his grace, 
without the work of redemption, | This is the 
only work in which grace is concerned, and in 
which grace is diſplayed. This work therefore i is 
very diverſe from all the other works of God, and 
as much ſuperior to them, as it is different from 
them. The wonders of divine grace diſplayed i in 

| this 


1 


this work, divert the attention of the moſt exalted 


creatures from every other object in the univerſe, 

The Angels, thoſe morning ſtars, who ſaw the 
world created, and who have been acquainted 
with all the works of God, ſtill deſire to look into 


the work of redemption, in order to make new 


and larger diſcoveries in the divine character. 


And when all the works of God ſhall be com- 


pleted, and all holy beings collected, it will be 
their everlaſting employment to celebrate the diſ- 
plays of divine grace in the work of redemption. 


Indeed this work, which has employedthe thoughts 


of God from eternity, which has brought the Son 
of God from heaven to earth, and which has raiſed 55 


the guilty ſons of men from earth to heaven, will 


forever remain the grand mirrour, to reflect the 


; brighteſt beams of the divine glory. 


2. 1 the goſpel. is a ſcheme of divine grace, 


then it is really founded on this ſingle truth, that 


all the human race deſerve complete and endleſs 
ruin. This, I take it for granted, is the dread- 


ful miſery, from which the goſpel is deſigned to 
ſave ſinners. And this miſery they deſerve, if 


there be the leaſt grace in the goſpel. For grace 
conſiſts in ſaving men from deſerved miſery. 


There is no grace in ſaving them from undeſerved 
evils, however great and dreadful, If they were 


expoſed 
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expoſed to eternal deſtruction, and if the goſpel 
ſhould ſave them from it; yet there would be 10 
grace diſplayed in their ſalvation, unleſs they de- 
ſer ved the damnation of hell. The goſpel there- 
fore which bringeth ſalvation to ſinners upon the 
footing of grace, neceſſarily ſuppoſes that they de- 
ſerve eternal deſtruction upon the footing of ju/tice. 
So that if the goſpel be a ſcheme of grace, which 
is deſigned to fave ſinners from eternal miſery, 
then it muſt ſolely reſt on the ground of rheir t 
deſert of complete and endleſs ruin. © If one 
died for all, ſays the Apoſtle, then were all dead ;” | 
ſo if the goſpel offers grace to all, then all deſerve 
to be damned. If we admit, therefore, that the 
goſpel offers to ſave us from eternal deſtruction, 
upon the footing of grace, we muſt admit that we 
are ill-deſerving, and hell-deſerving creatures. 
This character we muſt not only believe but feel, if 
we ever feel and enjoy the grace of the goſpel. 


3. Ir the goſpel is a ſcheme of divine grace, 
then all the eſſential or fundamental doctrines 
which compoſe it, are doctrines of grace. The 
goſpel is built upon a number of eſſential doc- 
trines, Which conſtitute its nature, and diſtinguiſh 
it from every other ſcheme of religion. Every 
ſyſtem of religion, as well as every form of go- 
vernment, muſt have ſome peculiar and funda- 


mental 


6 


mental principles. This we muſt grant, or elſe 


deny that there is any eſſential difference between 
0 Li * . ; | . @- +; ' 
the religion of a Chriſtian and that of a Turk, or 


a Pagan. If the goſpel then muſt have ſome 


fundamental principles, we may ſafely conclude, 


that theſe are the doctrines of grace. We have no 


occaſion to determine the number, in order to de- 
termine the nature of the firſt principles of the goſ- 


pel. To determine the nature of the goſpel, is 
ſufficient to determine the nature of all 1 It's lead- , 


ing and fundamental principles. We have ſhewn 


that the goſpel is a ſcheme of divine grace, and 
this ſhows that all the doctrines which are neceſ- 
ſary to compoſe this ſcheme of religion, are doc- 


trines of grace. The nature of the goſpel, there- 


1 fore, directs us how to find its fundamental doc- 
tines, and how to diſtinguiſh them from all other 


doctrines which are not eſſential to r or 
which are Nawe ve of it. 


4. Ir the goſpel is a ſcheme of religion com- 
poſed of the doctrines of grace, then to deny the 


doctrines of grace, is to deny the goſpel. To deny 


the firſt principles of any ſyſtem of ſentiments, is 
to deny the ſyſtem. To deny the firſt principles 
of Newton's philoſophy, is to deny his ſyſtem of 
philoſophy. To deny the firſt principles of Biſhop 
Berkeley's ideal ſyſtem, is to deny his ſyſtem of 
metaphyſics. So to deny the doctrines of grace, 
2 which 
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which are the firſt principles of the goſpel, is to 
deny the goſpel. It is by no means neceſſary to 


deny the inſpiration of the Scriptures, in order to 
deny the Chriſtian religion. The Jews readily 
: acknowledged the inſpiration of the Scriptures; 
but yet they denied the doctrines of grace which 
were contained in the writings of Moſes and the 
Prophets, and for that reaſon, denied and reject- 
ed the goſpel of grace, which Chriſt preach- 
ed in all its purity and ſimplicity, And there 


were ſome in the Apoſtles' day, who believed 


the goſpel as a divine Revelation, but at the 


ſame time, denied the doctrines of grace, and 
therefore in the Apoſtle's view, really and totally 
denied the goſpel. I marve},” ſays he to the 


Galatians, * that ye are ſo ſoon removed from him 


that called you into the grace of Chriſt, unto ano- 
ther goſpel : which is not another; but there be 


ſome that trouble you, and would pervert the 


goſpel of Chriſt.” The Apoſtle here conſiders the 


goſpel of Chriſt as a goſpel of grace, and there- 


fore conſiders any ſyſtem of doctrines which. i is 
contrary. to grace, as another goſpel. But not, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, as another goſpel, becauſe no 


ſyſtem of ſentiments which is contrary to grace, 
deſerves the name of a goſpel. Beſides, he con- 


ſiders every one, who preaches a ſcheme of reli- 
gion which is contrary to grace, as denying and 


— — the goſpel of Chriſt, This paſſage of 


the 


tf 3 


the Apoſtle therefore fully proves what our ſubject 
ſuggeſts, that to deny the doctrines of grace, is 
to deny the goſpel. 


5. Ir the goſpel is a ſcheme of religion com- 
| poſed of the doctrines of grace, then it muſt diſ- 
approve and condemn all ſchemes of religion, 
which are not built upon theſe peculiar princi- 
ples. Accordingly we find the goſpel has, under 
every diſpenſation, diſapproved and condemned. 
every other ſcheme of religion, without diſtinc- 
tion. To this peculiarity of the goſpel, we muſt 
aſcribe the general enmity, oppoſition, and viru- 
| lence of mankind againſt it, in every age of the 
world. It was on this account, Biſhop Warbur- |} 
ton obſerves, that the enemies of the Jewiſh reli- | 
gion agreed to ſtigmatize it, as the unſociable re- 
ligion. The Jews might have lived in harmony 
among the Pagans, had they only exerciſed a lit- 
tle catholiciſm towards the Pagan religion. But 
they inſiſted with inflexibility, that their religion 
was the only, true and divine religion, and every 
other falſe and abſurd. And this ancharitablene/s 
towards the various ſpecies of the Pagan religion, 
drew upon them a load of infamy, reproach, and 
contempt, So when Chriſtianity was propagated 
in the Roman empire, the Emperors had no ob- 
jection againſt its ſpreading among the People, 
until they found that the Chriſtians exerciſed no 
__ charity 
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charity towards their religion; but as ſoon. as they 
perceived this, they immediately commenced the 
moſt virulent enemies and perſecutors of the meek 
and harmleſs diſciples of Chriſt. The Pagans 
cultivated univerſal harmony and mutual charity 
among themſelves, notwithſtanding their various 
objects and modes of worſhip, for they confidered : 
all their own religions as abſolutely equal in point 
of truth, divinity, and importance. And had the 
Chriſtians only allowed them to conſider their re- 
ligion in the ſame light, they would have treated 
them with the ſame candor and forbearance. But 
the Chriſtians underſtood the genius and ſpirit of 
the goſpel too well, to place it upon a level with 
any other ſcheme of religion in the world, T hey 
had imbibed the opinion of the inſpired Teach- 
ers, who unanimouſly condemn every ſyſtem of 
religion but the true. The Prophets, eſpecially 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, reprobate all falſe teachers 
and falſeſentiments, with the greateſt freedom and 
ſeverity. Chriſt denounces the heavieſt woes a- 
gainſt the Scribes and Phariſees, who taught for 
doctrines the commandments of men, which, in 
his view, made void the doctrines of grace. And 
with what a ſpirit of confidence does the Apoſtle 
Paul addreſs the Galatians on this ſerious ſubjeR : 
e Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other goſpel unto you, than that we have 
preached unto You, let him be accurſed. As we 
| aid 


1 3 


faid before; ſo ſay I now again, If any man preach 
any other goſpel unto you, than that ye have re- 
ceived, let him be accurſed.” All the inſpired 
Writers ſpeak the ſame language, and breathe the 
fame ſpirit towards thoſe who deny the firſt prin- 
ciples of the goſpel. They have never, in any of 
their Writings, let drop a ſingle expreſſion, which 
requires or even allows us to exerciſe the leaſt ca- 
| tholiciſm towards thoſe, who maintain any ſyſ- 
tem of ſentiments, which is ſubverſive of the - 
fundamental doctrines of Cbriſtianity. 


6. Ir the goſpel is a ſcheme of religion com- 
poſed of the doctrines of grace, then modern ca- 
tholiciſm is real infidelity. Men of modern ca- 
tholiciſm make no diſtinction between eſſential 
and non-eſſential doctrines; but univerſally em- 
brace, in the arms of charity, all ſects or deno- 
minations of men, who believe the Bible to be 
the word of God, whether they profeſs Arianiſm, 
Socinianiſm, Materialiſm, Univerſaliſm, or any 
other particular ſyſtem of religious principles“. 
And what is ſtill more remarkable, they are ſo 
laviſh of their charity to theſe needy objects, that 
they have little or none to ſpare for others, who 


* 


are 


ver Indeed this charity! is as myſterions as the faith of the 
moſt bigotted Catholic; it is equally full of contradictions; 
and ſeems reſolved to found itſelf, not upon evidence, but 


upon the want of it. Dr. Wither/poon's Eccleſiaſtical Cha. 
raderiſiics, Maxim xii. 
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are more ſtrict and orthodox than themſelves. Mr. 
Locke, in his Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, la- 
bours to prove, that all a man needs to believe 
in order to be ſaved, is this ſingle. propoſition, 
that Feſus is the Chriſt. And Dr, Price is equally | 
liberal in his religious ſentiments. In a Letter to 
Dr. Prieſtley, he expreſſes his moſt ardent wiſh 
that this ſentiment might be ſtamped on every 
human mind, That worth of Charafter, and true 
. Tutegrity, and conſequently God's acceptance, are not 
neceſſarily connected with any particular ſet of opini- 
ons. Yet this great and catholic Divine, in one 
of his late ſermons, firſt gives a conciſe and ac- 
curate account of the doctrines of grace, and then 
reprobates them as the moſt abſurd /et of principles 
to be found 1 in the n., world. 


Tuts is modern catholiciſm, a extends to 
all but thoſe, to whom it ought to extend; and 


which would break down all diſtinction between = 


eſſential and non-eſſential doctrines, that every man 
may have full liberty to embrace any ſcheme of re- i 
ligion, however falſe and abſurd, 


Now is not ſuch catholiciſm real infidelity ? 
Does is not carry in it a diſbelief of all that Chriſt, 
che Prophets, and the Apoſtles have ſaid con- 
cerning the fatal tendency of corrupt ſentiments 

In 


t WI 


in religion? And dbes it not at the ſame time, 
equally carry in it a diſbelief of all the fundamen- 
tal principles of Chriſtianity | ? Can any man real- 
ly believe the eſſentialt 0 doctrines of the goſpel, and 
| yet believe that he or any other perſon may dif- 
believe and deny them at his pleaſure, without 
the leaſt danger or guilt? This would be to ſet a 
lower price upon Chriſtianity, than the Jews ſet 
upon its divine Author, and to betray the doc- 


5 rrines of grace, for leſs than thirty pieces of ſilver. 


Bzs1 DES,. this catholiciſm tends to beget and 
_ diffuſe a Deiſtical ſpirit among all ranks and claſ- 
ſes of men. For if once they imbibe the notion, 
that the goſpel may be made to mean any thing, 


every thing, or nothing; that it has no eſſential 


and fundamental doctrines, which are abſolute- 
y neceſſary to be believed in order to ſalvation; 3 


they will readily draw this eaſy and natural conclu- 
fon, that it is of no real importance, whether they 


believe the goſpel to be of divine inſpiration or 


not. And were it true, that men might be faved _ 


| without believing a ſingle doctrine of the Bible, 
it would be difficult, indeed, to ſhew why they 


could not as well be ſaved without believing the 
Bible itſelf. Modern catholiciſm, therefore, 


which ſets the doctrines of grace and all the fun- 


damental principles of Chriſtianity in ſuch a low 
and 


1 


and trifling light, ſerves more to propagate the 5 
ſpirit of deiſm and univerſal ſcepticiſm, than all 
the boaſted and ſpecious a rguments of profeſſed 
Infidels. Indeed let any one only adopt this ca- 
 tholic principle, and there is nothing to reſtrain 
him from embracing the groſſeſt errors and ab- 
ſurdities, that can poſſibly be ſuggeſted. This is - 
already exemplified i in Dr. Prieſtley, who would 
fain paſs for a warm and bold defender of Chriſti- 
anity, after he has exerted the whole ſtrength of 
his genius and the whole force of his learning, to 


ſubvert ſome of the fundamental principles of N 
2 both natural and revealed religion. | 


7. Ir the goſpel is a ſcheme of religion com- 
poſed of the doctrines of grace, then there may 
be a propriety in forming and ſubſcribing Creeds 
or confeſſions of faith. Theſe are conſidered in a 
very bad light by men of moderation and catho- 
liciſm. They would have the Bible to be the 
only ſtandard of orthodoxy, and repreſent creeds 

and confeſſions of faith as a clog to enquiry, a 
ſource of hypocriſy, and even a violation of the 
ſacred rights of conſcience and private judgment. 
But let us conſider whether there be any juſt ground 

to diſcard all creeds and confeſſions of faith. If 
a man nay believe the divinity ot the goſpel, and 


yet 
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yet diſbelieve and deny the doctrines of grace, 
which are the fundamental principles of the goſ- 
pel; then his moſt ample profeſſion of believing | 
the Inſpiration of the Scriptures, is no proper 
evidence of his being ſound in the faith, and eſ- 
tabliſhed in the firſt principles of the Oracles of 
God. There is therefore a neceſſity of having 
fome ſtandard more particular, and definite, than 
the general ſtandard of the Scriptures, if we wiſh 
to 4/certain, whether a man really believes the docs 


” trines of grace, which are the diſtinguiſhing prin- 


ciples of Chriſtianity. And if ſuch a ſtandard be 
proper and neceſſary, it is as eaſy to form it, as to 
diſtinguiſh and define the nature and eſſence of the 
goſpel. For if the goſpel be plain and eaſy to 
underſtand, then it is eaſy to diſtinguiſh and col- 
le the firſt principles of it, and to throw them i in- 
to the form of a creed or confeſſion of faith. Nor 
do any at this day, if I conjecture right, object 
againſt creeds becauſe. they do not underſtand 
them, but becauſe they do. And, after the firſt 


ID principles of the goſpel are thus thrown into the 


form of a creed, a man may ſolemnly ſubſcribe 
them as articles, which be now believes, and which 
be always will believe. For the doctrines of grace 
are not mere opinions, which a man may change 
every day i 1n the year, but real, eſſential, impor- 
tant truibs, which he may know to be truths, and 
| . 
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which he is obliged always to believe and profeſs, 
at the riſk of his life- There is a wide difference 
between eſſential and non-eſſential. truths, or be- 
tween bare opinions and infallible doftrines. The 
primitive martyrs underſtood this diſtinẽtion, and 
accordingly gave up their lives, rather than give 
up the eſſential dorines of the goſpel. Paul 
likewiſe underſtood this diſtinction, and therefore 
kept tbe faith, at the expenſe of his life. . And 
upon the ground of this diſtinction, the inſpired 
Writers exhort Chriſtians to maintain a.firm and 
unſhaken adherence to the dofirines according to 
godlineſs. 98 wiſe man bids us * buy the truth, 
and ſell it not.” Paul forbids the Epheſians © to 
be toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doftrine.” He tells the Coloſſians that 
they would render themſelves acceptable to God, 

< If they continued in the faith grounded and fettled, 
and were not removed away from the hope of the 
goſpel.” And again he ſays, © As ye have there- 
fore received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in 
him; rooted and built up in him, and Rabliſhed in 
the faith.” In his ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſa- 
lonians, after deſcribing the man of ſin, who 
ſhould-bring in ſtrong, deluſions to the deſtruction 
of thoſe who ſhould believe them, he ſays, « But 
we are bound to give thanks always to God for 
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, becauſe God 
hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation 

pow | through 
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through ſanctiftcation of the Spirit, and 2h Belief 
of the truth ; Whereunto he called you by our 
goſpel, — Therefore” brethren, tand faſt, and hold 
the traditions which ye have been taught, by word, 
er our epiſtle.” In one of his directions to Timo- 
5 thy, he ſays, © T ake heed unto thyſelf, and unto 
thy. doctrine; 5 continne in them.” And in another, 
he ſays, 8 Hold faſt the form of ſound words, which 
thou haſt heard of me, in faith and love which i is 
in Chriſt Jeſus.” L Now if the Scripture thus binds 
us to be rooted, grounded, ſettled, ſtabliſned in 
the faith, then we may bind ourſelves, to hold faſt 
the form of ſound words, and to be ſtedfaſt and 
5 unmoveable in the doctrines of Chriſt. For, 
whatever God may bind us to do, we may Bad our. 
ſelves to do. Chriſtians in general therefore, and 
Chriftian Miniſters i in particular, may, whenever 
there is a proper occaſion for it, bind themſelves to 
be ſound in the faith, by owning and ſubſcribing 
2 creed or confeſſion of faith. There i is the ſame 
ſafety and conſiſtency in owning and ſubſcribing 
an orthodox creed, as in owning and ſubſcribing 
the Bible itſelf. of 'or we may as certainly know, 
whether the principles which lie in a creed be 
true, as whether the principles which lie in the 
Bihle be true. And ãt is as warrantable to pro- 
feſs. our belief of certain truths which lie in a 
creed, as to profeſs our belief of certain truths 


which 


5 Auch lie in the Bible. And this has always been 
the general opinion of the Church, from the farſt 
ages of Chriſtianity down to the preſent day. 


Nor do I ſee, how a particular Church can now 


be properly formed, without adopting ſome creed 
or confeſſion of faith, as the bond of their union 


in the faith and ptactice of the goſpel. At leaſt, 
© cannot ſee how a church which has no ſuch 


| bond of union, can conſiſtently refuſe or exclude 


any from their communion, who profeſs to be- 
Heve the Bible, though they deny all the eſſchtial 
doctrines 5 the e 1 


. Ir hs bd is 2 d theme of religion. com- 


poſed of the doctrines of grace, then it is proper 
and neceſſary, that Miniſters ſhould examine thoſe, 


whom they approbate to preach the goſpel, reſ- 
petting their belief of the fundamental principles 


of Chriſtianity. Miniſters are ſet for the defence 


of the goſpel, and in order to diſcharge this duty, 


they ought, as far as poſſible, to keep out of the 


miniſtry all ſuch as would pervert the goſpel of 


Chriſt. The right of ordaining others to preach 


the goſpel, gives them a right of enquiring into 
their religious ſentiments. And this right in- 


volves an obligation, to uſe all proper means of 


mh whether an. are properly W 
X : in 


N $ See Dunlap on Creeds. 
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ab the great and fundamental Moftrines - of the 
goſpel. Nor can they be faithful to Chriſt, nor 
to themſelves, nor to Candidates, nor to the ſouls 

ol men, if through fear, or favour, or negligence, 
they introduce thoſe into the miniſtry, who are 
diſpoſed to wreſt the Scriptures to their own, and 

others deſtruction. . To. guard them againſt this, 
the Apoſtle charges them ce to lay hands ſudden- 
ly on no man,“ and © to commit the goſpel to 
faithful men, who are able to teach others alſo.” 
It is an alarming circumſtance, at, this day, that 
Miniſters have become ſo remiſs in examining 
Candidates for the work of the Miniſtry. They 

not only approbate them to preach, but even or- 

. dain them to the paſtoral charge, without the jeaſt 
examination of their religious principles. And 
ſome boaſt of this conduct, under the noble idea 
of liberality of ſentiment. It deſerves, bowever, 
ſerious conſideration, whether! it will appear in this 


light, in the view of Him, who bath ſet them for 
. the defence of the goſpel. 
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9. 12 the goſpel i is a h of i come 

poſed of the doctrines of grace, then if Miniſters 
neglect to preach the doctrines of grace, they neg- 

lect to preach the goſpel. We may preach many 
tea and important truths, while we neglect to 
ac the doctrines of grace, But while we 


neglect 


—— > — 


( 


neglect to preach theſe; our Sbrom however 


elegantly compoſed and gracefully delivered, are 
no better than the empty declamations of heathen 


moraliſts. Socrates taught the exiſtence of the 
Deity, the immortality of the foul, and-its happy | 


or miſerable ſtate after death. Cicero beautifully 


deſeribed and inculcated juſtice, veracity, tem- 
perance, and all the moral and ſocial virtues. 


Seneca read ſolemn lectures upon the vanity of 


the world, the deformity of vice, and the wiſdom 


and importance of i improving time and preparing 
for eternity. And if we preach the ſame doctrines 
and duties upon the ſame natural principles, we 


deſerve the name of Heathen, rather than Chriſ- 
tian Preachers. Fi 


1. this] is not the 8 4 while. we confine | 


dur preaching to theſe duties and doctrines of na- 
tural religion, we betray the cauſe of Chriſtianity, 
and rob our People of the knowledge of thoſe 
doctrines of grace, which alone are able to make 
them wiſe unto ſalvation. If we neglect there- 


fore to preach the doctrines of grace, we are un- 
ſpeakably worſe than no preachers at all. Our 


People had much better be left alone with the 
Bible in their hands. Peradventure they may. 


read, underſtand; believe, and be ſaved. But if 
we preach, every fabbath, ſornethuing direckly con. 
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trary to the genius and ſpirit Of the goſpel, we 
take the moſt effectual method to deceive and 
ruin their ſouls forever. Error, according to the 
| inſpired Writers, has as great a tendency to de- 


ſtroy, as truth has to ſave the ſouls of men. Chriſt 
compares error to leaven, and Paul compares it to 


a canker, or gangrene. Error is the ſame to the 


ſoul, that poiſon is to the body. As a ſmall de- 
gree of poiſon will! injure the body, ſo a ſmall de- 


gree of error will | injure the ſoul. And as a large 


degree of poiſon will deſtroy the body, fo a large 


degree of error will deſtroy the ſoul. It is as 


dangerous and fatal therefore to preach a ſyſtem 
of error to our People, as to inculcate a courſe of 
practical vice and immorality; for either will di- 


rectly tend to deſtroy both their ſouls and ours 


forever. Hence, ſays our Lord, If the blind 
lead the blind, both ſhall fall 1 into the ditch, 7 


10. Ir the goſpel is a ſcheme of religion com- 


poſed of the doctrines of grace, then none who 


are friendly to grace, can be really unfriendly to 


the doctrines of grace. Some who profeſs to be 


very friendly to grace, appear open and bitter 


enemies to the doFrines of grace. But how is 
this conſiſtent ? If they are really pleaſed with. 


grace, why ſhould they not be as much pleaſed 


with the dorines of grace. To be pleaſed with 


grace, 
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grace, is to be pleaſed with: the character of God TT 
in damning ſinners for the leaſt violation of his 


holy and righteous law. . Whoever can ſee a 


beauty in this part of the divine character, can 
ſee a beauty in divine grace. And whoever can N 
ſee a beauty in divine grace, can ſee a beauty in 
the doctrines of grace. For all the doctrines of 
grace grow out of, or unite wich this ſingle truth, 
that God is amiable and glorious in the diſplays of 
his punitive juſtice. How then can thoſe who love 
this divine truth, hate and oppoſe the doctrine of 
Election, the doctrine of divine ſovereignty, the 
doctrine of unconditional ſubmiſſion, the doctrine 
_ of juſtification by faith alone, or any other of the 
doctrines of grace? Is there any thing more diſ- 
pleaſing in theſe doctrines, than in the doctrine of 


eternal deſtruction for the leaſt ſin? Or if there 


be any grace in God's ſaving ſinners from com- 
plere and endleſs ruin, is there not as much grace 


in thoſe doctrines which immediately flow from 


this ſource ? None therefore who really love the 


grace of God in the ſalvation of finners, can un- 


derſtandingly hate and oppoſe the doftrines of 


grace. Here, however, I beg leave to borrow 
the words of a late pious and elegant writer, who 


has ſet this ſubje& in a clear and ſtrik ing light. ; 


ce Believe me, my dear friend, ſalvation, both in 


its root and all its branches, is entirely of grace; 


or elſe believe me, for the many cogentiteſtimo- 
nies of Scripture, \ which moſt circumſtantially aſ- 
MP certain 
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| certain this great truth.—E1e@tor is of grace : 
| Having predeftinated us unto the adoption of chil- 
| dren, not on account of human worthineſs, Put ac- 
cording to the good Pleaſure of bis will, —Equally 
_ gratuitous is our effectual Vocation : God bath 
called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according zo bis purpoſe and grace,— 
| Faith is owing tò the ſame cauſe. By grace are 
ye ſaved through faith From hence ſprings Juſ- 
tification : Being juſtified freely by bis grace —This 
is the origin of Regeneration: Of bis own will 
begat be us by the word of truth, —The conſum- 
mation of bliſs flows from the ſame all- ſupplying 
_ cauſe: The gift of God is eternal life. It is in 
every reſpect a gift; the ſuperſtructure is reared 
by the hand of grace; and when the top-ſtone is 
brought forth, when our felicity is completed in 
the kingdom of heaven, the everlaſting acclama- 
tion will be, Grace, Grace unto it, This is that 
glorious goſpel, which human learning could ne- 
ver have diſcovered; which carnal reaſon cannot 
underſtand; which the wiſdom of this world ac- 
counteth fooliſhneſs ; which the envy of the devil, 
and the pride of man will always oppoſe.“ 
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* You will now permit me, my hearers, to W 
this ſ. ubject home to our own boſoms, and aſk this 


ſerious queſtion—Do we oppoſe the Goſpel ? ? 
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. In. particular, do we who profeſs to be Miniſ. 


ters of the goſpel, oppoſe it? This is poſſible, 
For we are by nature children of wrath, even as 


others. We have naturally a carnal mind, which | 

is enmity againſt God, not ſubject to his law, 
neither indeed can be. We naturally hate the 

däaoctrines of grace, as much as other men. But if 
we neglect to preach theſe doctrines, becauſe we | 
hate them; or if we negle& to preach them, be- 
cauſe others hate them; or if we preach them, while 


our 07 hearts ri iſe againſt them; how unſpeakably 


guilty are we in the ſight of our divine Maſter ! 


Let us then ſettle this queſtion, which it concerns 
us more than any other men in the world to ſet- 
tle,—do we love that glorious Goſpel which we are 
ſolemnly bound to ſtudy every day, and to preach : 
every Sabbath, with ſur bene affection and i delight 1 


Non is this - to Him, ati 


is this day, to lay himſelf under the moſt ſolemn 
obligations © to teſtiſy the goſpel of the grace of 
God.“ How much does it concern him to be 
eſtabliſhed in the faith and in the love of the goſ- 
pel! In this his own ſoul and the ſouls: of this 
People are deeply intereſted. Let him therefore 
be entreated to take heed. unto bimſelf, and unto 
his doctrines, and continue in them; that he may 


both ſave himſelf, and them that bear him. Hy 
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Axp may this Church and Congregation en- 


quire, whether they are willing to receive the 
grace of God in truth. The Man who is now to 


be ſet over them in the Lord, will, we truſt, come 


to them in the fullneſs of the bleſſing of the goſ- | 


pel of grace. We beſeech them therefore not to 


Teceive the grace of God in vain, If he plain] y 


and faithfully preaches the doctrines of grace, they 


will be a ſavour of life unto life, or a ſayour of 
death unto death to your ſouls. Take heed there- 


fore how ye hear. 


Axb let us all who are preſent on this ſolemn 


0:caſion, take heed, leſt we reject the goſpel of the 
grace of God. Our divine and gracious Re- 


d-emer hath forewarned both Miniſters and Peo- 
ple of their imminent danger. The ſtone which 


the buzlders rejected, the ſame is become the head 
of the corner, Whoſoever ſhall fall upon that 
ſtone, ball be broken ; but on whomſoever it ſhall 
fall, it will grind hin to SORE.” 
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